
For Newcomers



VALUES AND 
GOVERNANCE



What is the RDA?
The RDA is an international member-based 
organisation focused on the development of 
infrastructure and community activities that 
reduce barriers to data sharing and 
accelerate data-driven innovation worldwide.

15,000+ members

150+ countries

Researchers, scientists, 
data professionals

Different disciplines, domains, 
thematic fields 



RDA VALUES

Researchers and innovators openly share and 
reuse data across technologies, disciplines, 
and countries to address the grand challenges 
of society. 

Openness 

Consensus

Inclusivity

Harmonisation

Vision

Mission
The RDA builds the social and technical 
bridges that enable open sharing and reuse 
of data.

Community-driven

Non-profit & 
technology-neutral

Guiding Principles

How the RDA works

https://www.rd-alliance.org/how-the-rda-works/


RDA GOVERNANCE

COUNCIL 

Organisational 
vision 

and strategy

The RDA consists of four governance bodies made up of volunteer community members: 

TECHNICAL 
ADVISORY BOARD 

RDA Governance

ORGANISATIONAL 
ADVISORY BOARD 

REGIONAL 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Socio-technical vision 
and strategy

Needs, adoption, 
business advice

Liaison between regions 
and council

SECRETARIAT Administration 
and operations

These bodies and the RDA global community are supported by: 

https://www.rd-alliance.org/council/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/technical-advisory-board/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/technical-advisory-board/
https://zenodo.org/records/3759616#.Xp8XZsgzY2w
https://www.rd-alliance.org/organisational-advisory-board/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/organisational-advisory-board/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/regional-advisory-board/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/regional-advisory-board/


COMMUNITY 
MEMBERSHIP



MEMBERSHIP TYPES

INDIVIDUALS
15,900+

A strategic ‘think tank’ to enhance 
constructive dialogue and
collaboration on data related 
topics, and to present the latest 
research results in many areas. 

Collaborate in groups and 
generate outputs

REGIONS
35+

A global perspective to assist in 
sharing best practices, experiences 
and common needs to achieve 
efficiency and reduce duplication of 
efforts.

Localise (linguistically and 
culturally) and network  

Members Directory

ORGANISATIONS
90+

A forum where organisational
representatives directly 
interact and collaborate to 
develop and implement solutions
and best practices.

Adopt, implement and 
customise outputs

Organisation Directory Regional Groups

https://www.rd-alliance.org/member-directory/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/organisation-directory/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=regional-group


INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Create and join 
community-driven 

RDA groups

Collaborate 
across

 the globe

Tackle infrastructure 
and data sharing 

challenges

Exchange 
knowledge and 

share discoveries

Discuss barriers and 
potential solutions

Explore and define 
policies

Test and harmonise 
standards

Enhance and 
facilitate global data 
sharing and reuse



MEMBER BENEFITS

The value for members

Contribute to acceleration of
data infrastructure

developments

Become part of the global
community and expand your

professional network

Create, access and adopt
RDA Recommendations

and Outputs

Gain expertise in data-related 
topics regardless of 

career stage

Receive regular updates 
on the work of the 
RDA community 

Participate in community 
events, including webinars, 
workshops and Plenaries

JOIN FOR 
FREE

Become a member

https://www.rd-alliance.org/individual-membership/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/register/


GROUPS AND 
OUTPUTS



COMMUNITY GROUPS

WORKING GROUPS (WG)
45

Develop tools, policies, practices 
and products for data that are 
adopted by projects, organisations 
and communities. Lifespan: 12-18 
months.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Concrete deliverables (e.g., running 

code, tools, standards)

COMMUNITIES OF 
PRACTICE (CoP)

2

‘Umbrella groups’ that focus on a 
domain / discipline and have a 
coordination and awareness raising 
role. Lifespan: As long as CoP is 
active (review every 18 months). 

OUTPUTS:
New WGs and IGs, bridge building 

across the RDA and externally. 

All Working Groups

INTEREST GROUPS (IG)
62

Focus on solving a specific data 
sharing problem and identifying 
what kind of infrastructure needs to
be built. Lifespan: As long as
group is active.

OUTPUTS:
Best practices, guidelines, 

new WGs.

All Interest Groups All Communities of 
Practice

109
GROUPS

https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=working-group
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=interest-group
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=community-of-practice
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=community-of-practice


Infographic generated with assistance from Claude.ai (Anthropic)

Group Directory

https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/


RDA Recommendations and Outputs

RECOMMENDATIONS
42 

RDA’s flagship outputs and the 
equivalent of ‘specifications’ or 
‘standards'. Recommendations are 
reviewed by the RDA community, 
endorsed by Council and adopted 
by organisations. 

OTHER OUTPUTS
32

Examples include workshop 
reports, published articles, survey 
results, etc. produced by RDA 
groups. Upon request by the 
groups, these outputs are posted 
on the RDA website but have no 
level of endorsement. 

All Recommendations

SUPPORTING OUTPUTS
47

Community-reviewed educational
materials and guidelines from RDA 
Working Groups, Interest Groups, 
or Communities of Practice that 
inform and educate
stakeholders.

All Supporting Outputs All Other Outputs

INCLUDING 8 ICT TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

https://www.rd-alliance.org/outputs/?_output_type=working-group-recommendation
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=interest-group
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=community-of-practice


PLENARIES & 
INTERNATIONAL
DATA WEEK 2025



RDA Plenaries are working meetings that bring together 
global RDA community of data professionals.

RDA Plenaries

More about Plenaries

Highlights

About IDW 2025

Plenaries help move the RDA community forward in 
creating tangible deliverables that improve data 
sharing and reuse across disciplines, technologies 
and countries. 

24 Plenaries since 2013
16 countries
5 continents

https://www.rd-alliance.org/plenaries/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/news/the-power-of-data-for-emerging-technologies-lessons-from-the-24th-rda-plenary/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/event/international-data-week-2025-brisbane-australia/


Benefits of Attending
RDA Plenaries

Exchange knowledge, share discoveries, 
discuss barriers and potential solutions
   
Learn about new trends, strategies, research
developments, directions and policies
   
Expand your network and meet new 
committed and passionate data 
professionals, working in multiple disciplines
   
Contribute to acceleration of data 
infrastructure development



● 4 days
● Over 650 registered attendees
● Hybrid accessibility: in-person and online 
● 159 working sessions, lightning talks, and 

presentations of which
● 50 RDA Working, Interest Groups, Community 

of Practice, and Birds of a Feather RDA 
sessions

● 11 breakout sessions
● 63 Global RDA Posters
● 2 Plenary Sessions highlighting RDA's 

worldwide influence and achievements
● RDA sessions on strategic announcements and 

community updates
● Recorded sessions shared with everyone



Plenaries in 2026:
16-20 March 2026, Online 6-8 October 2026, London, UK

     About RDA P27   About RDA VP26

https://www.rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-27th-plenary-meeting-p27/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-26th-plenary-meeting-vp26/


Contact us
The Secretariat staff are employed by the 
RDA Foundation and some members are 
made available through in-kind support 
from Regional partners. 

The Secretary General leads the 
Secretariat and is CEO of the RDA 
Foundation.

Hilary Hanahoe
Secretary General
hilary.hanahoe@rda-foundation.org

Connie Clare
Community Development Manager
connie.clare@rda-foundation.org

Irina Hope
Global Events Manager
irina.hope@rda-foundation.org 

Trish Radotic
Community Development Manager Oceania & 
East Asia
trish.radotic@rda-foundation.org

Bridget Walker
Operations and Accounts Manager
bridget.walker@rda-foundation.org

https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-foundation/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/secretary-general/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-foundation/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-foundation/
mailto:hilary.hanahoe@rda-foundation.org
mailto:connie.clare@rda-foundation.org
mailto:irina.hope@rda-foundation.org
mailto:irina.hope@rda-foundation.org
mailto:bridget.walker@rda-foundation.org

