
Data Sharing in  

Cultural Heritage

A significant amount of the world’s 

cultural heritage data is made available 

through the websites of publicly-funded 

memory institutions, often referred to 

as ‘GLAM’ organisations (Galleries, 

Libraries, Archives and Museums), 

although this only scratches the surface 

of what is potentially available in non-

digitized holdings. Cultural heritage 

data may also be derived from private 

collections, publications, letters, 

websites, social media, performances 

and events, interviews, archaeological 

sites, architecture, and other games 

and experiential outputs. Much of the 

work of cultural heritage researchers is 

still in finding, accessing, digitizing, and 

further contextualizing these sources of 

information, while navigating legal and 

moral cultural rights.

Metadata records which describe 

the features, location, origins, and 

ownership of physical artworks, archival 

records, artifacts, or other non-digital 

sources of information, are important 

to this work. The use of controlled 

vocabularies, descriptive metadata 

standards, rights statements, open 

file formats, and persistent identifiers 

ensure cultural heritage data is 

made understandable and equitably 

accessible for reuse. 

Where can I find resources 

and tools for…

Finding and Depositing Data

• Ariadne Portal

• DANS

• DARIAH-DE Repository

• Digital Repository of Ireland

• E-RIHS: Europeana

• Getty Open Content Program

• Heritage Research Hub

• HathiTrust

• Internet Archive

• LC Labs

• Open Context

• PARADISEC

• re3data

• Rijksmuseum

• SSHOC

HOW TO DO OPEN 

SCIENCE ACROSS 

THE DISCIPLINES

▶

EOSC Portal 

The EOSC Portal is a gateway to 

many of the innovative services, 

tools, publications and data listed 

here, and it is constantly growing 

with additions from the community 

of Cultural Heritage researchers 

and research-supporting 

organisations. Do you have a 

resource that you want to share 

with others? Consider onboarding 

into EOSC.

CULTURAL
HERITAGE

https://portal.ariadne-infrastructure.eu
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/data-stations/social-sciences-and-humanities/
https://www.dariah.eu/tools-services/tools-and-services/tools/dariah-de-repository/
https://www.dri.ie/
https://www.europeana.eu/
https://www.getty.edu/projects/open-content-program/
https://www.heritageresearch-hub.eu/homepage/heritage-projects/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://archive.org
https://labs.loc.gov
https://opencontext.org/projects-index/
https://www.paradisec.org.au
https://www.re3data.org/search?subjects[]=11%20Humanities
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search?ii=0&p=1
https://marketplace.sshopencloud.eu
https://eosc-portal.eu
https://eosc-portal.eu/using-the-portal/eosc-provider-and-resource-onboarding-tutorial


What are the challenges for 

cultural heritage data in  

Open Science?

“Data is not really a term that a lot of 
researchers in cultural heritage would use to 
describe their work. There’s some hesitation 
when it comes to the methodological 
implications of collecting and re-presenting 
primary sources, often drawn from public 
collections, as datasets, but significant 
barriers also arise from unclear usage 
licences or limited descriptive and technical 
metadata associated with those original 
resources, which are critical to their 
interpretation and reuse.”

How can EOSC help  

researchers working with 

cultural heritage data?

“Data availability is so important to cultural 
heritage work, and there are still a lot of 
potential data resources that are siloed and 
di�cult to access digitally. Through platform 
support and training opportunities, EOSC 
can help ensure data is surfaced from all 
kinds of organisations, not just the well-
funded major research libraries, archives, 
and museums. EOSC is a place where a 
diversity of resources can be connected  
and made visible.”

— Beth Knazook

Research Data Project Manager, Digital Repository of Ireland

RDA and the Digital Humanities 

Data Curation and Processing

• ArcGIS

• ELAN

• EXMARaLDA

• Hypothesis

• NVivo

• Omeka

• TEI

• Transkribus

• Tropy

• Voyant Tools

Methods and Documentation

• CLARIN Learning Hub

• DARIAH Campus

• FAIRsharing

• Identifiers for Heritage Collections

• Linked Open Vocabularies

• Programming Historian

• Research Data Management for Arts and 

Humanities

• Software Heritage Archive

• Sustainable Heritage Network

Community and Professional Supports

• ALLEA

• Alliance of Digital Humanities Organizations

• European Association for Digital Humanities

• OPERAS

• SSHOC Heritage Studies 

Learn more about the  

Research Data Alliance (RDA)

• Libraries for Research Data IG

• Archives and Records Professionals for 

Research Data IG

• International Indigenous Data Sovereignty IG

How to do FAIR and Open Science

• What is FAIR?

• FAIR Community Support

• What is the goal of Open Science?

https://www.rd-alliance.org/users/helene-n-andreassen 

https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-disciplines/rda-and-digital-humanities 

https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-disciplines/rda-and-digital-humanities 

https://www.arcgis.com/index.html
https://archive.mpi.nl/tla/elan
https://exmaralda.org/en/
https://web.hypothes.is
https://lumivero.com/products/nvivo/
https://www.omeka.net
https://tei-c.org
https://readcoop.eu/transkribus/
https://tropy.org
https://voyant-tools.org
https://www.clarin.eu/content/learning-hub
https://campus.dariah.eu/
https://fairsharing.org/search?q=humanities
https://tanc-ahrc.github.io/PIDResources/
https://lov.linkeddata.es/dataset/lov/
https://programminghistorian.org
https://gitlab-ce.rrz.uni-hamburg.de/uahh-digitale-dienste/rdm-for-arts-and-humanities
https://gitlab-ce.rrz.uni-hamburg.de/uahh-digitale-dienste/rdm-for-arts-and-humanities
https://www.softwareheritage.org
https://sustainableheritagenetwork.org
https://allea.org
https://adho.org
https://eadh.org
https://operas-eu.org
https://www.sshopencloud.eu/tagging/heritage-studies
https://rd-alliance.org/groups/libraries-research-data.html
https://rd-alliance.org/groups/archives-records-professionals-for-research-data.html
https://rd-alliance.org/groups/archives-records-professionals-for-research-data.html
https://rd-alliance.org/groups/international-indigenous-data-sovereignty-ig
https://howtofair.dk
https://pro.europeana.eu/europeana-network-association/about-the-network
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en 


