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Metadata is data about data





Metadata can give us critical information 
about a data point, without even seeing the 
data point itself.

But also, access to a data point without 
metadata is often not enough.
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Administrative metadata are data about a project or 
resource that are relevant for managing it.

Descriptive or citation metadata are data about a 
dataset or resource that allow people to discover and 
identify it.

Structural metadata are data about how a dataset or 
resource came about, but also how it is internally 
structured. 
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01. Contributor – An entity responsible for making contributions to the resource.

02. Coverage – The spatial or temporal topic of the resource, the spatial applicability of the 

resource, or the jurisdiction under which the resource is relevant.

03. Creator – An entity primarily responsible for making the resource.

04. Date – A point or period of time associated with an event in the lifecycle of the resource.

05. Description – An account of the resource.

06. Format – The file format, physical medium, or dimensions of the resource.

07. Identifier – An unambiguous reference to the resource within a given context.

08. Language – A language of the resource.

09. Publisher – An entity responsible for making the resource available.

10. Relation – A related resource.

11. Rights – Information about rights held in and over the resource.

12. Source – A related resource from which the described resource is derived.

13. Subject – The topic of the resource.

14. Title – A name given to the resource.

15. Type – The nature or genre of the resource.
https://www.dublincore.org/specifications/dublin-core/dcmi-terms
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Your discipline very likely has its own 
metadata standards



https://rd-alliance.github.io/

metadata-directory/standards/
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As open as possible, 

as closed as necessary
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Open science

Open science means transparency and knowledge-

sharing in research processes to make knowledge 

accessible across academic groups, sectors and national 

boundaries. The concept of open science encompasses 

the entire research process […].

Source: The Research Council of Norway (2020). Policy for open science.



Metadata supports 

data discovery and 

reuse, contributing to 

scientific reproducibility.
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…but it also supports 

your data workflows 

and your data reuse.
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Thank you!

Any questions?
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