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TAB main roles in Plenaries
ØBefore the meeting
ØCheck of the session proposals
ØEventually suggestions for improvement, in particular to provide

enough information to inform participants
ØScheduling

ØTAB/Chair meeting
ØTAB liaisons
ØEach Group has a TAB liaison
ØTAB liaison attends her/his Group meetings
ØIf not possible TAB tries to provide a substitute
ØTAB members attend the meeting and provide information about e.g.

evaluation criteria, lessons learnt from the practice of other Groups,
etc

ØTAB Debrief after the meeting to build an overview of activities
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TAB/Chair meeting
ØChairs organise a Chair collaboration meeting twice
a year between plenaries
ØTAB meets chairs at each plenary
ØMany Groups represented
ØP10 TAB/Chair meeting
ØMore than 50 participants TAB/Chairs/Secretariat
ØP10 topics
ØHow to describe Group activities (AoK & template)
ØWhat could be done now to progress towards a “Roadmap”
ØDiscussion of the June 2017 Chair meeting outcomes
ØTestbeds
ØHow Secretariat deals with Recommendations
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73 Breakout meetings
of which 14 Working Groups
of which 37 Interest Groups
of which 6 Joint Working & Interest Groups
of which 16 Birds of a Feather
6 Outputs presented / 1 Final Release
60 Posters

Over 430 participants from 30 countries

Increased female participation 44%
the highest sofar



RDA meeting: WGs & IGs
Ø14 WG & 37 IG meetings in Montreal
ØInform about and progress in activities
ØNot easy to manage sharing information and
discussion
ØColour code to inform participants
ØThe Group is beginning/on going/closing
ØSession page points to information
ØInformation provided as & starting point & (hopefully)

meeting notes
ØYou can use it afterwards
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RDA meeting: Joint Sessions
Ø“Only” 6 this time (P09: 13)
ØInvitations of other Groups in the regular Group

sessions on specific topics can be well focused
and efficient
ØPeople know better what others are doing and

how to take advantage of it
ØJoint Session topics:
ØWater & biodiversity vocabularies, Materials, Life

sciences & FAIR, Domain Repositories: best
practices, Machine actionable DMPs, Metadata
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RDA meeting: BoFs
ØThe vehicle to propose new topics: 16 this time! (P09:
11, P06:19 with lots of local proposals)
ØMany different topics
Ø“Ancillary”: Adopt a RDA Product, Testbeds, Engaging

early career researchers and professionals, Research
funders
ØDiscussion of activities outside RDA relevant to it, in

some cases to explore possible RDA activity: OECD Expert
Group report, EarthCube, Make Data Count
ØTackle a specific topic: metadata citation elements, data

management records
ØIn prep. for a Group proposal: Systems, technologies &

data flow, Units of measure, Blockchains, Data versioning,
Persistent identification of instruments
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The fate of previous BoFs
ØFrom the 11 P09 BoFs, 3 gave rise to a Group
proposal (received in July/August)
ØDisciplinary Collaboration Framework
ØSharing recognition and credit (SHARC)
ØSoftware Source Code
ØNot twice the same BoF but progression towards
a Group proposal can be slower than 6 months,
from proposing the idea to writing the case
statement (e.g. Data Versioning, Blockchains)
ØSome Groups which are still updating there case
statement have a Group session
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RDA Recommendations that
make data work

rd-alliance.org/recommendations-outputs

PAdopted code, policy, specifications, standards, or practices
that enable data sharing

P“Harvestable” efforts for which 12-18 months of work can
eliminate a roadblock

PEfforts that have substantive applicability to groups within
the data community but may not apply to all

PEfforts that can start today
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“Create - Adopt - Use”

18 flagship recommendations  & outputs with over
75 cases of adoption in different domains, organisations and countries



Adoption & Implementation
“Solving the problem must include adopters in the process, to ensure
that real problems are addressed. Open problem solving is the key.”

RDA Recommendations and Outputs take the form of technical
specifications, code, policies or practices, harmonized standards or
reference models. In the widest sense these aim for:

qGreater data sharing, exchange, interoperability, usability and re-usability;

qGreater discoverability of research data sets;

qBetter management, stewardship, and preservation of research data;

qNew data standards or harmonization of existing standards.

75 Adoption Cases
https://www.rd-alliance.org/recommendations-
outputs/adoption-recommendations

Find out how you can become an Adopter
https://www.rd-alliance.org/recommendations-and-outcomes/become-rda-adopter

Addressing data challenges
https://www.rd-alliance.org/recommendations-and-
outputs/all-recommendations-and-outputs

rd-alliance.org/recommendations-and-outputs/all-
recommendations-and-outputs
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RDA Adoption & Implementation
Stories - Tell us yours!



Recommendations/Adoption
ØWGs invited to present their preliminary results after
12 months and final results after 18 months

Ø6 presentations at P10
ØArray Database Assessment
ØData Type Registry #2 (… ISO Study Group in progress)
ØInternational Materials Resource Registry
ØResearch Data Collections
ØResearch Data Repository Interoperability
ØRDA/TDWG Metadata Standards for attribution of

physical and digital collections stewardship
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The management of diversity
ØHuge diversity of RDA activities
ØMakes sense because of the variety of questions to

tackle to enable science data sharing and of the
diversity of RDA members’ profiles and interests

Ø“Community-driven” management of diversity
Ø“Overarching groups” on sociological or technical

aspects, e.g.
ØIGs which hosts many WGs – e.g. Agriculture
ØData Fabric IG – puts technological outcomes together
ØNEW! Disciplinary Collaboration Frameworks – a voice for

disciplines in RDA
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Seen from TAB
ØPlenaries are really a milestone for RDA activities
Ø2 Group proposals in July & 4 in August (Northern vacation

period!), 2 in September incl. one update
ØA very friendly atmosphere, good co-operation, most
activities are moving on
ØAn excellent view of the RDA activities and vibrant
community
ØA good place to gather good ideas for one’s own activities
ØMost Groups take full advantage of the F2F meeting time
ØLinked to the Strategy exercise: keep better track of activities
& “Roadmap” would be useful but resources are limited
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Moving Towards Plenary 11: Berlin!
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To find out more visit: https://www.rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-eleventh-
plenary-meeting-berlin-germany

From Data to Knowledge



Looking Forward  to Plenary 12: Botswana
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Co-organised within the framework of
International Data Week with CODATA & WDS

To find out more visit: https://www.rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-twelfth-plenary-meeting-
part-international-data-week-2018-gaborone-botswana

Digital Frontiers of Global Science



RDA in a Nutshell
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RDA Global

Email - enquiries@rd-alliance.org
Web - www.rd-alliance.org
Twitter - @resdatall
LinkedIn - www.linkedin.com/in/ResearchDataAlliance
Slideshare -
http://www.slideshare.net/ResearchDataAlliance

RDA Europe
Email - info@europe.rd-alliance.org
Twitter - @RDA_Europe

RDA US
Twitter - @RDA_US


