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A view of EarthCube 
Dawn Wright developed  two interactive maps, 
which are hosted by Esri. 

 

 Purpose: 
 
•  Give new EarthCube members a “tour” of similar 

agencies and their potential connections 
•  Display information about agencies that share 

EarthCube goals 
•  Facilitate the outreach process though easily accessed 

contact information 
•  Visual tool for prioritizing outreach (active participants 

and “relevant organizations”) 
•  Can show relationships between agencies  

•  Can connect cross-disciplinary users and services 
 



Map origins 
u  Map began as a spreadsheet initially developed by members of 

the Liaison Team to begin to classify the many participants of 
EarthCube 



Interactive map brings connections to life 

•  Interactive map can used for spatial analysis 
•  Links to Ilya Zaslovski’s CINERGI mapping information 
 
 
  



Story Map shows affiliated and target 
organizations by tab. 

The possibilities are limitless. 



u With GIS we can 
pose questions and derive results 
using a wide array of analytical 
tools to help us understand and 
compare places, determine how 
places are related, find the best 
locations and paths, detect and 
quantify patterns… 



Many options to display 
data and tell your story 

Lauren Bennett’s “Drought Impact Assessment” story map 
uses the Side Accordion app to guide the viewer through four 
stages of an analysis. 



The Center for Research in Water Resources at the University 
of Texas at Austin uses the new Map Journal app to tell 
the story of flood risk in and around Huarez City, Peru as 
based upon hydrodynamic modeling results.  



Non-geographic mapping 

u  Funded Projects portrayal developed by Jamie 
Ryan 



Map Examples 

RDA 
Mapping the Landscape 
Effort 
u Presented by Steve Diggs 
 
Data Visualization 
u Presented by Ilya Zaslavsky 



Workflow 
Current, standardized metadata is the key to 
the success of the map. 
Information on map comes from live 
spreadsheet in Google Docs 
 

u  Location 

u  EarthCube contact 

u  EarthCube connection 

u  Agency type 

 
What other metadata are necessary? 

 



Community Participation 

Two categories identified:  

u  EarthCube Participants 

u  Relevant Organizations 

 

To improve community participation, the team has 
developed an online webform that allows interested 
organizations to add their own information within 
defined parameters.  

 

There is opportunity to get a lot more information with a 
few questions – what should those questions be? 

 

 



Future Goals 

Enable organizations to add their own information 

What we have 

u  Community driven (spreadsheet empowers new 
members) 

u  Streamlined information (drop down menus can 
collect accurate, standardized metadata) 

What we need 

u  Priorities for data collection and portrayal of cross 
domain connections 

u  Illustrative links between science challenges and 
CI solutions 



How can map connect users 
with EC products and services? 



Future Goals 

Integrate connections made by EarthCube members 

u  Seek and display the types of information that 
would be most meaningful to EC members, 
including data policy, architectural framework, 
and storage capabilities 

u  Integrate and display conclusions of software 
assessment workshop (June 2016) 

u  Illustrate Funded Project connections 

u  RCN maps 

u  BB users 

u  CDF capabilities 

 



What is EarthCube’s story? 

What connections 
would be most 
helpful to YOU?  

u  Core fields  

u  Target agencies: what and why 

u  Funded Project connections 

u  Contacts to start 

 



Questions to Consider 

u  How do you keep data current and accurate? 

u  How do you prioritize connections to display? 

u  How do you integrate/illustrate connections that 
are not geographic in nature? 

u  More? 


