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Decentralized, volunteer-led 
DataRescue efforts launched after the 

election of Trump.  

L.A. Times, Quartz and WaPo headlines on deleted data and rescue efforts. 

DataRescues contributed to mirror 
repositories of federal environmental 
data for public access. 

These voluntary organizations are focused on the 
very real possibility of federal environmental data 
being less accessible in the near future due to:

• Changes in federal funding and policy

• Compromised access to online information 

resources 

Both outcomes could severely compromise 

environmental advocacy and the earth science 

enterprise.

    Environmental Data 

    Governance Initiative

• An international network that archives publicly 
accessible scientific data and web pages from 
EPA, DOE, NOAA, OSHA, NASA, USDA, DOI, and 
USGS.
• Monitors changes in federal agencies’ 
governance of scientific information. 
• Confidentially interviews long-time employees 
at EPA and OSHA.
• Monitors changes to tens of thousands of 
federal environmental agency web pages.

and data  sharing through information networks 
is to ensure the frictionless circulation of data 
across diverse technical platforms, organizational 
environments, disciplines and institutions.”  
   – Millerand, F. & Bowker, G.  “Metadata standards, 
   trajectories and enactment in the life of an ontology” 

“One of the major 
challenges for the 
development of a 
scientific 
infrastructure
collaboration 

Can we widen the scope of environmental 
data rescue beyond government research? 

Is climate research in the geosciences 
publically accessible and easy to duplicate? 
How much is technically vulnerable? How 
vulnerable?

Goal: Create and populate

a data-at-risk index for the RDA 

community.

     Step 1: Identifying the Data

What geoscience research has - or could have - 

a role to play in federal or state level 

environmental policy?

Examples:

• Data on rising sea levels.
• Data showing permafrost vanishing in 
indigenous hunting grounds.
• Data that ties melting polar ice caps to sea level 
rise. 

    

     Step 2: Evaluating access

Once we identify data with clear policy 

implications, how accessible is this data?

Possible questions to evaluate risk: 

• Who curates the data? 
• How is the research and data preservation 
funded and for how long? 
• How robust are the data management systems? 
• Does the data reside somewhere else and is it 
easily transferrable? 
• Do metadata standards encourage the data’s 
public circulation on the web?

      

     Research Tasks

• Identify datasets perceived of value to 

environmental policy. 

• Formulate and circulate a set of questions 

about the levels of accessibility and risk to 

those datasets. 

• Create 'data-at-risk' scale to test at research 

institutions.


