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‘BRIF and Journal Editors’ working subgroup

co-chaired by A. Cambon-Thomsen, Inserm-Université Toulouse III, Tlse, FR and E. Bravo, Istituto Superiore di Sanita,
Rome, IT
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(e HOW?

Actions
> to raise awareness among all stakeholders 4
> to build collaborative relationships with journal editors and associations

= Sensi
(targeted

- Organiziné rest | 'JOurnaI editors
and experts (Rome, June 21, 2013; Toulouse, Oct 9, 2015)

>>> guideline for citation of bioresources
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Bravo et al. BMC Medicine (2015) 1333
D4 10,1186/ 12916-015-0266-y

BMC Medicine

GUIDELINE Open Access

Developing a guideline to standardize the
citation of bioresources in journal articles (CoBRA)

Elena Bravo', Alessia CalzDEari1, Paaola De Castru1, Laurence Mabiiea Federica Napc;iitanﬂ, Anna Maria Rossi’
and Anne Cambon-Thomsen”

Abstract

Background: Many biomedical publications refer 1o data obtained from collections of biosamples. Sharing such
bigresources (biological samples, data, and databases) is paramount for the present governance of research,
Recognition of the effort invalved in generating, maintaining, and sharing high guality bioresources is poorly
organized, which does not encourage sharing. At publication level, the recognition of such resources is often
neglected and/or highly heterogenecus This is a true handicap for the traceability of bloresource wse. The aim of
this article is to propose, for the first time, a guideline for reporting bioresource use in research articles, named
CoBRA: Citation of BioResources in journal Articles

Methods: As standards for diting bioresources are still lacking, the members of the jounal editors subgroup of the
Bioresource Research Impact Factor (BRIF) initiative developed a standardized and appropriate citation scheme for
such resources by Informing stakeholders about the subject and raising awareness amaong scientists and in science
editors’ networks, mapping this topic among other relevant initiatives, promoting actions addressed to stakeholders,
launching surveys, and erganizing focused workshops,

Results: The European Association of Science Editors has adopted BRIF's suggestion to incorporate statements on
biohanks in the Metheds section of their guidelines. The BRIF subgroup agreed upon a proposed citation system;
each individual bioresource that is used to perform a study and that is mentioned in the Methods section should

be cited as an individual “reference [BIORESOURCE]" according to 2 delineated format. The EQUATOR (Enhancing
& ()
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CoBRA short checklist for the citation of bioresources in scientific journal articles.

Article text section

Guidance

Abstract

Indicate whether the work has used one or more bioresources, and specify
the number of bioresources if relevant.

Introduction

Indicate that the work has used one or more bioresources. Specify the type.

Methods

Report each individual bioresource used to perform the study:
e by their name and other ID, if extant, and
e by a single bibliographic reference.

References

Cite each bioresource used as follows:

ID/Bioresource Name (acronym if available)/organisation or network
partnership/Number of access(es), Date of last access; [BIORESOURCE]

Specifications for ID: Unique ID can be DOI (Digital Object Identifier),
catalogue number, or the name only.
If the only ID is the name then add Town and Country.

In the case of bioresources not used as a source of material for the study, but
only referred to, follow the citation format:

ID/Bioresource Name (acronym if available)/organisation or network
partnership




Examples
-All examples assume that the bioresource was actively used to complete the research .
- Examples assume that two different accesses to the bioresource occurred, one on
March 3, 2013 and one on April 15, 2014.
- Examples 1, 2 and 3 assume that cited bioresources are committed to report their
partnership with BBMRI-ERIC.
- Acronyms will be added only in cases of consolidated use by the biobank

Example 1: The bioresource hasan | D and a consolidated acronym

Bioresource: Microisolates in South Tyrol Study (MICROS), Bolzano, Italy; ID: BRIF2155
Citation: BRIF2155; Microisolates in South Tyrol Study (MICROS); BBMRI-ERIC; No. Access:
2, Last: April 15, 2014. [BIORESOURCE]

| Example 2: The bioresource has been described by a marker paper with aDOI, and hasa
consolidated acronym

Bioresource: The Australian Breast Cancer Tissue Bank (ABCTB), Australia

Citation: Carpenter JE, Marsh D, Mariasegaram M and Clarke CL. The Australian Breast Cancer
Tissue Bank (ABCTB). Open Journal of Bioresources 1liel; 2014. DOl
http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/0jb.aa; No. Access: 2, Last: April 15, 2014. [BIORESOURCE]
Example 3. The bioresource does not havea DOI, nor an ID

Bioresource: BioBanca Istituzionale of Naples, Italy

Citation: BioBanca Istituzionale (BBI), Naples, Italy; BBMRI-ERIC; No. Access: 2, Last: April
15, 2014. [BIORESOURCE]
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Full bibliographic Bravo E, Calzolari A, De Castro P, Mabile L, Napolitani F, Rossi AM, Cambon-
reference Thomsen A. Developing a guideline to standardize the citation of bioresources in
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BRIF SERVICES: THE CoBRA GUIDELINE

What is the guideline about?

The BRIF |Bioresource Research Impact Factor) initiative is building a framework that enables set up indicators
for the use of bioresources® and rewarding mechanisms. Generated as part of the BRIF initiative, the CoBRA
{Citing Of Bioresources in Research Articles) guideline provides guidance for citing bioresources in academic
literature: it specifies where and how to cite bioresources at each section of a research article.

BBMRI-ERIC encourages the systematic use of the CoBRA guideline by the biobank community and supports

the inclusion in MTA/DTAs.

*
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KEY ELEMENTS:

To report in scientific journal articles:

|| Abstract section: Indicate whether the work has used one or
more bioresources, and specify the number of bioresources if
relevant.
Il Introduction section: Indicate that the work has used one or
more bioresources. Specify the type.
|| Methods section: Report each individual bioresource used
to perform the study: By their name and other ID, if extant,
and by a single bibliographic reference
|| References section:
Cite each bioresource used as a reference as follows:
1D / Bioresource Name (acronym if available) f organization or
network partnership, membership (optional) / Number of
access|es), Date of last access; [BIORESOURCE]
Cite each bioresources referred to {but not used) as a reference as
follows:
ID / Bioresource Name (acronym if availabk} / organization or
network partnership, membership [optional)

What is BBMRI-ERIC?

social), of physical other

Who is this guideline for?

The guideline is intended for any
researcher or professional reporting on a
research work using bioresources or
referring to bioresources in a scientific
journal article.

How can | engage?

Use the CoBRA checklist when writing a
scientific article!

Download the CoBRA guideline at

http://www . equator-
network.org/reporting-guidelines/cobra/

Who to contact?
BRIF: Laurence.Mabile @univ-tise3.fr

CoBRA: Elena Bravo, elena.bravo@iss.it

BBMRI-ERIC is a distributed research infrastructure of biobanks and biomoleculor resources. For its Member
States, it provides expertise and services on a non-economic basis and facilitates access to collections of

partner biobanks and biomolecular resources. BBMRI-ERIC is established for an unlimited period of time.




NEXT: IMPLEMENTATION OF COBRA
WHAT ACTIONS?
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DISCUSSION

Contacts:

BRIF project leader: anne.cambon-thomsen@univ-tlse3.fr
BRIF project managerlaurence.mabile @univ-tlse3.fr

Cobra guideline: elena.bravo(@iss.it




