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How to give credit to scientists for their involvement 
in making data & samples available for sharing.



WHY COBRA?

• Not cited or not acknowledged adequately

�lack of standards for BR citation in the scientific literature

• Difficult to trace; difficult to assess their usage reliably

� lack of BR identification system to trace them precisely and of indicators

describing efficient usage and management of BR

•Bioresources not visible enough; no credit for the work

Need for standards for citation / acknowledgement of bioresources

in scientific articles
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HOW? 

‘BRIF and Journal Editors’ working subgroup
co-chaired by A. Cambon-Thomsen, Inserm-Université Toulouse III, Tlse, FR and E. Bravo, Istituto Superiore di Sanità, 

Rome, IT
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HOW?

�Dissemination of BRIF in international  Science Edition 

Conferences and biobanking communities

�Sensitizing editors and their associations about BR issues 

(targeted surveys)

� Organizing  restricted workshops addressed to Journal editors 

and experts (Rome, June 21, 2013; Toulouse, Oct 9, 2015)

>>> guideline for citation of bioresources
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Actions 

> to raise awareness among all stakeholders 

> to build collaborative relationships with journal editors and associations
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COBRA
CHECKLIST
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BOX 1. Examples of how to cite a bioresource in the references of articles
- All examples assume that the bioresource was actively used to complete the research .
- Examples assume that two different accesses to the bioresource occurred, one on 
March 3, 2013 and one on April 15, 2014.
- Examples 1, 2 and 3 assume that cited bioresources are committed to report their 
partnership with BBMRI-ERIC.
- Acronyms will be added only in cases of consolidated use by the biobank.

Example 1: The bioresource has an ID and a consolidated acronym

Bioresource: Microisolates in South Tyrol Study (MICROS), Bolzano, Italy; ID: BRIF2155
Citation: BRIF2155; Microisolates in South Tyrol Study (MICROS); BBMRI-ERIC; No. Access:

2, Last: April 15, 2014. [BIORESOURCE]

Example 2: The bioresource has been described by a marker paper with a DOI, and has a 
consolidated acronym
Bioresource: The Australian Breast Cancer Tissue Bank (ABCTB), Australia
Citation: Carpenter JE, Marsh D, Mariasegaram M and Clarke CL. The Australian Breast Cancer

Tissue Bank (ABCTB). Open Journal of Bioresources 1:e1; 2014. DOI:
http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/ojb.aa; No. Access: 2, Last: April 15, 2014. [BIORESOURCE]

Example 3: The bioresource does not have a DOI, nor an ID

Bioresource: BioBanca Istituzionale of Naples, Italy
Citation: BioBanca Istituzionale (BBI), Naples, Italy; BBMRI-ERIC; No. Access: 2, Last: April

15, 2014. [BIORESOURCE]
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TUTORIAL FOR COBRA

•Tutorial on how to use CoBRA (prepared by the Institute 

of public health in Roma, under coordination by Elena 

Bravo) 

•https://zenodo.org/record/55785

• The video has a DOI to make it easily and uniquely 

citeable. The DOI is: 10.5281/zenodo.55785
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ELPUB 2016 CONFERENCE, GOTTINGEN, 7-12 JUNE
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- Equator network 
works to improve the 
reliability and value 
of biomedical 
research literature

- Contains the major 
reporting guidelines 
internationally 
recognised

http://www.equator-
network.org/reporting-
guidelines/cobra/
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COBRA AT BBMRI-ERIC



NEXT: IMPLEMENTATION OF COBRA

WHAT ACTIONS?

• What mechanisms: promotion and endorsement at 

various levels

• Institutional (Universities, national institutes, infrastructures...)

• Administrative : Inclusion of the reference to use 

• Educational : good practices taught to PhD students using

bioresources

• Editorial (instruction to authors, to reviewers; incentives to use 

EQUATOR’s references guidelines…)

• Scientific (Scientific consortia, scientific and professional

societies…) 11
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DISCUSSION

•Applicability and usefulness of CoBRA beyond the 

biomedical community?

•Other

•How to go further…

Thank you

Contacts:

BRIF project leader: anne.cambon-thomsen@univ-tlse3.fr
BRIF project managerlaurence.mabile@univ-tlse3.fr
Cobra guideline: elena.bravo@iss.it


