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Fostering reproducible research. 
Supporting researchers to publish 
FAIR data alongside their scholarly 
publication 
Springer Nature adopted FAIRsharing 
Registry and Recommendations: Interlinking 
Standards, Databases and Data Policies

The challenge
We know that formally archived research data are more likely to remain accessible for future use and that data being 
made available alongside the scholarly literature is a key component for research reproducibility. We also know that 
researchers often do not know which repository to choose for their data.  At Springer Nature we want to provide 
authors with relevant information about the repositories we work with, so that they can make an informed decision 
about where to archive and store their data. We were one of the early adopters of The FAIRsharing Registry and 
Recommendations: Interlinking Standards, Databases and Data Policies.

The RDA outputs adopted
The FAIRsharing Registry and Recommendations: Interlinking Standards, Databases and Data Policies assists us in 
providing guidance to the research community to find the most appropriate repository for their needs. We chose to 
include links to FAIRsharing from our list of recommended repositories to provide our authors with links to further 
high- quality curated and high-level information about each repository.

The impact of the adoption  
The fact that FAIRsharing records are actively curated and maintained gives us confidence to recommend its use to our 
authors, since we know the data contained will not be out of date. The additional functionality offered by FAIRsharing, 
such as linking to data sharing standards from each repository, makes this RDA output even more useful for publishers 
who wish to promote good data sharing and management. This practical help for researchers to ensure they publish 
FAIR data, in turn helps with our aim of publishing validated and reproducible research.
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Lessons learned 
Having the RDA as a forum for developing these kinds of outputs is very helpful, as the RDA brings together a diverse 
set of data professionals from multiple stakeholder groups. This means that the RDA forum tends to produce widely-
accepted community generated outputs which can significantly advance research data sharing. 

About Springer nature 
As the largest open access publisher, for over 20 years Springer Nature has a 
vision and a commitment to an open research future, where every element of 
the research process is instantly available, discoverable, usable, reusable and 
widely shareable. Our mission is to serve the research community, across all 
disciplines.
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The adoption process
We have implemented this output by linking out 
to FAIRsharing.org in several ways from our list of 
recommended repositories: Scientific Data list and Springer 
Nature list.
1. Links to individual FAIRsharing repository records on 

the Scientific Data list
2. Maintaining a collection of recommended repositories at 

FAIRsharing - e.g. https://fairsharing.org/recommendation/

ScientificData. A key benefit of the FAIRsharing collection 
functionality is that it allows us to be inclusive of repositories 
with limited data deposition scope, which cannot be included 
in our online webpage (e.g. institutional repositories).

3. Requesting repositories to register with FAIRsharing. 
Again, this helps us to be inclusive of repositories with 
limited data deposition scope.
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