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● What is the RDA COVID-19 working group and why should we pay 
attention to its outputs?

● Overview of the RDA COVID-19 Recommendations and Guidelines on 
Data Sharing https://doi.org/10.15497/rda00052

● Learnings from the collaborative writing process

● Example from a sub-group: ‘Community Participation’

● Q&A

Today’s webinar
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● Request from the European Commission to the Research Data Alliance 

● Working Group set up with 4 Research Areas, 4 Cross-cutting themes

● Structured through a series of teams - chairs & moderators, research 
areas, editorial, visualisation team, Zotero library team

● April 1 - 30 June continual sprints, consultation, webinars, 6 releases

● 143 pages in the end; 4 page Executive Summary, Infographic + 

● Exhausting and exhilarating

Background
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Example from Omics
4.4.2 Guidelines for Host Genomics Data
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Example from Legal & Ethical Considerations
10.4 Guidelines
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Foundational Elements
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With thanks to the team at CANARIE and 
Research Data Canada for the Infographic
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https://www.rd-alliance.org/system/files/FINAL_RDA%20COVID-19%20Recommendations%20and%20Guidelines%20on%20Data%20Sharing%20Infographic.pdf
https://www.rd-alliance.org/system/files/FINAL_RDA%20COVID-19%20Recommendations%20and%20Guidelines%20on%20Data%20Sharing%20Infographic.pdf


RDA Community response

Call to action to create a fast track Working Group aimed at developing a 
system for data sharing in public health emergencies, specifically COVID-19

• Around 600 RDA members and newcomers registered for the different groups

• 165 active contributors to the documents

• 6 Co-Chairs + Secretariat 

• Experts in different fields as group moderators

• Regular calls and iterations

• Weekly webinars, requests for comments

• 5 releases produced (April – June 2020)

• Final release – 30 June 2020
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RDA’s guiding principles:
✔  Openness
✔  Consensus
✔  Balance
✔  Harmonization
✔  Community-driven
✔  Non-profit and technology-neutral

by Mark Leggott | rdc-drc.ca
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Community participation sub-group - example 

A cross-cutting theme - looking at  communities, data sharing and addressing the emergency

Use cases of community generated data via apps and data challenges related to 
participatory disaster response strategies 
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• Group membership of roughly 120 
• Regular group and coordination calls
• Brainstorming and several writing sprints, survey for use cases to address 
• Several reiterations - with feedback

• Policy recommendations around transparency, community participation and data governance; encouraging 
inclusiveness and incremental and multidisciplinary approach, ethics & privacy 

• Guidelines for researchers & teams around data collection and data stewardship in particular



Infographic

RDA COVID-19 Zotero Library 

https://rd-alliance.org/value-rda-covid-19
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https://rd-alliance.org/value-rda-covid-19


Data Stewardship Wizard (DSWizard)
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❏ Developing knowledge model of the Recommendations & 
Guidelines

❏ Tailored pathways for different stakeholders including 
researchers, funders, policy makers 

❏ Customizable to different jurisdictions 
❏ Lead-up to a mind map tool 

WOMEN & 
MEN at work



Ongoing work and future steps 

Stakeholder support 

• Adoption and implementation of the recommendations and guidelines;

• Policymakers, funders and publishers have a major influence on the behaviour of researchers and data 
stewards;
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Adapted from Mark Leggott | rdc-drc.ca

Journal Articles and Endorsements

o 4-5 articles completed or in preparation by COVID-19 WG Members

RDA Groups and RDA Plenary 16 Sessions

o Broader efforts under RDA WGs

o Infectious Disease BOF (goal to create a WG/CoP)

o Community Participation BoF / Citizen Science



Value of RDA for COVID-19
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https://www.rd-alliance.org/value-rda-covid-19-0
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