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WHAT IS THIS SESSION ABOUT?



Do CC licenses need enhancements 

in order to be more suitable for 

making research data publicly available 

and reusable?



Vote of the participants of this session 

on recommendations to CC 

to look more closely at this issue.
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WHO‘S SPEAKING?



https://www.helmholtz.de/en/



GERMANY‘S BIGGEST RESEARCH ORGANIZATION
Personnel and Students & Budget 2018

*    Percentage share of employees as of July 2017
**   As of 2016, the German federal government alone is financing the pact increase so that the federal government's share is over 90%.
*** Including project sponsorships

As of: January 2018



https://www.helmholtz.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Helmholtz_Imagebroschuere_EN_web.pdf



19 HELMHOLTZ 
RESEARCH 
CENTERS



HELMHOLTZ 
RESEARCH 
CENTERS





https//www.helmholtz.de/fileadmin/user_upload/01_forschung/Open_Access/EN_AKOS_TG-Forschungsdatenleitlinie_Positionspapier.pdf



https//www.helmholtz.de/fileadmin/user_upload/01_forschung/Open_Access/EN_AKOS_TG-Forschungsdatenleitlinie_Positionspapier.pdf

To achieve this [the Helmholtz Association] will:

• store research data from [its] Centres within 
suitable data infrastructures and make them 
available openly and free of charge for subsequent 
use by science and society;

• play an active part in national and international 
initiatives to coordinate the establishment of the 
necessary infrastructures;



https://www.rd-alliance.org/



https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/rdacodata-legal-interoperability-ig.html
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WE ARE NOT ALONE!



https://royalsociety.org/~/media/royal_society_content/policy/projects/sape/2012-06-20-saoe.pdf



https://gatesopenresearch.org/



https://gatesopenresearch.org/   https://www.gatesfoundation.org/how-we-work/general-information/open-access-policy



https://www.oecd.org/science/inno/open-science.htm
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SO, WHAT‘S THE PROBLEM?



 The four science paradigms

1. Empirical

2. Theoretical

3. Computational (e.g. simulations)

4. Data exploration

https//www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/Fourth_Paradigm.pdf



https://www.re3data.org/



https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/

Findable

Accessible

Interoperable

Reusable



https://www.rd-alliance.org/sites/default/files/2019-04-03_RDA_IG-Legal-Interoperability_ResearchCompendium.pdf



MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT LICENSING PRACTICES FOR RC

 Does a license in the metadata record inherit all the way through the file directory to apply to all files?

 Can we devise a top level rights statement in the metadata record that links to a more detailed list of 
licenses associated with each file?

 What is the legal status of a compendium with conflicting licenses?

 Does the license need to appear in each manifestation of the paper? 
(HTML, PDF, and the interactive version)

 What does ‘code’ mean in the context of computational narrative where the text itself may be computed?

Source: Gail Clement: Legal Inter-operability & Intra-operability of Research Data: The Case of the Research Compendium



SIX PRINCIPLES ON LEGAL INTEROPERABILITY
1. Facilitate the lawful access to and reuse of research data.

2. Determine the rights to and responsibilities for the data.

3. Balance the legal interests.

4. State the rights transparently and clearly.

5. Promote the harmonization of rights in research data.

6. Provide proper attribution and credit for research data.



SIX PRINCIPLES ON LEGAL INTEROPERABILITY
1. Facilitate the lawful access to and reuse of research data.
 Guideline 1A. Access to and reuse of research data should be open 

and unrestricted as a default rule, or otherwise be granted to users 
with the fewest limitations possible. 

 Guideline 1C. The CC0 or PDDL waivers of rights are the preferred 
voluntary, nongovernmental approaches to facilitate the legal 
interoperability of research data. The non-restrictive (“common-use, 
attribution-only, CC-BY 4.0”) license may also be considered when 
disseminating the data for broad use. 

2. Determine the rights to and responsibilities for the data.

3. Balance the legal interests.

4. State the rights transparently and clearly.

5. Promote the harmonization of rights in research data.

6. Provide proper attribution and credit for research data.



SIX PRINCIPLES ON LEGAL INTEROPERABILITY
1. Facilitate the lawful access to and reuse of research data.
 Guideline 1A. Access to and reuse of research data should be open 

and unrestricted as a default rule, or otherwise be granted to users 
with the fewest limitations possible. 

 Guideline 1C. The CC0 or PDDL waivers of rights are the preferred 
voluntary, nongovernmental approaches to facilitate the legal 
interoperability of research data. The non-restrictive (“common-use, 
attribution-only, CC-BY 4.0”) license may also be considered when 
disseminating the data for broad use. 

2. Determine the rights to and responsibilities for the data.

3. Balance the legal interests.

4. State the rights transparently and clearly.

5. Promote the harmonization of rights in research data.

6. Provide proper attribution and credit for research data.

These guidelines are 
unacceptable for many 

researchers and 
research institutions!



YES, BUT …

 … I would like to exclude certain utilizations

 … I would like to be named as co-author of ensuing publications

 … I would like to be informed of any utilization

 … I would like to exclude big business utilization

 … I am afraid users do not understand my data and misinterpret them. Does that create a liability issue?

 … I am concerned about liability issues (as a general concern); which translates to: I the disclaimer in the 
CC licenses sufficient?

 … my publication is “research compendium” (e.g. jupyter notebook) made up of creative works, data, 
databases and software, are there recommendations what licenses can or should not be combined?

 … How do I deal with the fact that individual components of this research compendium have different 
groups of authors?



LEGAL UNCERTAINTIES

 Are these data copyright protected? -> What licenses are appropriate?
 As creative works
 As data base works
 As data base

 If I consider my data public domain in my jurisdiction, could they be protected in other jurisdictions?
What does that mean in respect to licensing.

 Would waiving my rights with CC Zero change the situation?
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SUGGESTIONS TO CREATIVE COMMONS



ROUGH CONSENSUS OF OUR MEETING?

 The Participants of the 2019 CC Summit Session “Issues pertaining to licensing research data” 
suggest, …

 Creative Commons should consider inquiring if its licenses need to be adapted or if new 
CC licenses need to be created in order to answer the needs of the research community, 
especially in respect to making research data publicly available and reusable legally sound.

 Creative Commons should consider engaging with the research community, e.g. via the 
Research Data Alliance, and other relevant stakeholder to develop standards to communicate 
the rights situation of any kind of content not only in respect to copyright.

 In this process, Creative Commons should not limit its role to possible adaptations of its license 
suit, but include its expertise in organizing global dialogue on legal issues, building consensus 
for the acceptance of solutions, and promoting these solutions to broader audiences globally.



Thanks for Your Attention!

Text by Christoph Bruch in these slides is licensed with 
CC BY 4.0 international

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

35Berlin, 06.09.2018
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